Quentin and Julie purchased this lot in Oracle Arizona, June 2002 for the
purpose of building their retirement home. As time allowed, over the course
of the first year the property was prepared for future building and to be as
sustainable as possible given the geographic area where located. Oracle is
referred to as the ‘transition zone’ as it has a passable but not large amount
of rainfall and hosts most types of plants from desert to fruit, as long as they
can handle a mild freeze on occasion.
STARTING POINT JUNE 2002

The first priority, particularly where rainfall is limited, is to harvest and store
water. It did not take Quentin long to assess how the rain water, if any,
flowed past and through this property. Before long, he had graded the lot to
ensure that all flowing water was directed to three catchment areas.

First he created an open ’pond’ (catchment #1) west of the southeast corner
of the property, installed a solar-powered sump-pump to send the water up to
the orchard he was simultaneously planting. While he was at it, he graded
the upper portion of the property in preparation for building sites and
prepared the northwest corner for another conveniently positioned catchment
#2. In the north center of the property he created a ‘wash’ to run water to
catchment #3. This wash will eventually be lined with stones and other
natural materials to clean the water before it enters the catchment area.

After preparing the land, the orchard was then stepped to accommodate
cherry, apple, apricot, plum and walnut trees, and to grow vegetables of all
sorts.

These photos show how the land was graded and terraced into the orchard area.

With the dirt harvested through the above changes, he is now ready to build
walls.
First, the grading and separation of harvested top soil and other dirt for future use.

In this next picture, you see the beginnings of the ‘pond’
that now irrigates the orchard and grounds, and the start of
the privacy wall that runs along the south side of the property.

The pond as it is further developed, protected and beautified.

A privacy wall on the south line of the property is curved around obstacles such as
burgeoning trees. With rammed earth, and a bit of considerate planning, this is easy.

LATE SUMMER 2003
Using rammed earth walls to divide the land for additional gardens and
buildings, the basic infrastructure is decided and prepared.
Just West of the lower ‘pond’,
a garden area is prepared for future planting,
complete with eight loads of natural fertilizer.
On the right of the photo you can see the blue solar panel
which generates enough power to operate the sump-pump to water the orchard,
which would be to the right of this picture

Simultaneously the other two catchment areas are completed and coated with
shot concrete. They will be allowed to start collecting water in the near
future.

Looking North at Catchment #2

The third catchment area running through the center of the property is
prepared by creating a wash to gather and direct water into cistern. This
wash will eventually be lined with stones and other natural materials in order
to filter the water prior to filling the catchment.

Looking South at created wash leading to catchment #3

FALL 2003

It is time now for the first structure. A three sided ‘garden shed’ facing south
is constructed just north of the orchard area. It will be faced off with glass so
that it will collect nice warmth in the winter thus making starter plants easier
to propagate.

With the garden shed constructed, we now have a perfect venue for showing

future changes and development of the property… with a birds eye view.
The following show a panorama looking south and moving clockwise to
north.

MORE COMING SOON

